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Geometric Sequences

The general, or nth, term of a geometric 
sequence is found by 

an = a1 rn-1
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Geometric Sequences

Find the formula for the nth (general) term 
in the sequence 3, 12, 48…  

What kind of function is this?

Find the 11th term.



7.2a Geometric Sequences.notebook

7

January 08, 2017

Geometric Sequences

Find the first term in the sequence for 
which  a5 = 24 and r = 2.
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Find a geometric sequence that has 2 terms 
between -2 and 54.
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Geometric Sequences

A colony of algae increases its size by 15% each week.  The 
lake will be considered “seriously polluted” when there is an 
excess of 10,000 grams of algae in the lake.  If 10 grams 
are placed in the lake, how long will it take for the lake to 
be seriously polluted?
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